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My dear Secretary Hickerson:

It is with considersdle thought, meditation and prayer that we come

e 28 the rqu:omuv:‘;f 'ohw pv:t-ut, ﬂwtmh&-ﬂ of our
Brethern in Itely grost suffering have endured

the hands of those who have falled to understand the ep for vhich World-
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he Holy Spirit, thwough the revesled word of God, the Holy Bidle,
now find thot in an enlightened country like Italy, M'Mtsna@n—
6 failure to understand the mosning of tle rights of others. And & perseccution
‘ Italien Protestants of Amevieans and vorious
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prevent
mrder of our Brethewrn, from Sieily to the Alpe,

Some two and a half years ago, the National Associastion of Evangelieals

5T the United States, The American Committee for Religious Iiderty in Italy
end a2 manber of other ed people sent Dr Charles Fama, of New York Clty,

and myself on a missfon to I wvhere we helped mide the writing into the

Italian Comstitution of the three Articles 17, 18 and 19, which desl with
freedon of asoemblage, froodom of ascoclation and freedom of religious worship.

articles, as we understood them, were to be further on the

of the Itallian Covernment thet they took seriously Articles 15 of tie

3¢ Treaty between the United States ond the mew Italian Republic, But

¢ 1ts Lnactment 23 a yart of the fundemental law of Italy, there has been
vory 1ittle evidense on the part of tv Clergy of the Roran Catholie Chwrch to
regpect these three irticles in word or im spirit,

¥hile we were in Italy etruggling and straining to see evidence of the
new frecdom, the Protestont Churches of Sieily were closed, their ministers
beaten and their Commmumion tables Mu;a.

We took to Sieily with us, a muber of Ameriean jouralists and photoe
grarhers, including the vepresentztive of the Chicage Tribume., ¥hen we got
there, he made the statement: "As a Roman Oatholic, it is hard for me to De-
lieve,® But he eould gee with hie own eyes and touch with his owm honds the
Charred hymnbooks, broken pews and smashed windows, The fruit of mobeviolence
agitated by the loeal clorgy, while the police as represemtatives of the
Italian Government stood by and did absolutely nothing with the exeeption that they
did arrest the Protestants ami tried to hold them incommmicado, until we protested.



